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MATT EHE W vii. 15—20. 


Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to vou in 


Sheeps cloathing, but inwardly they” are ravening 
Wolves. | x 


Ye fhall know them by their Fruits, Do men gather- 


Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiftles ? 


Even fo every good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit ; | 


but a corrupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit. 


A good Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, neither 


can a corrupt Tree bring forth good Fruit. 
Every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit, is 
hewn down and caſt into the Fire. 
here fore by their Fruits ye ſhall know them, _ 
1. It is ſcarce poſſible to expreſs.or conceive, 


4 what multitudes of ſouls run on to deſtruction, 
becauſe they would not be perſuaded to walk in a 


% 


"NARROW Way, even though it were the way to 


everlaſting ſalvation, And the ſame thing we may 


ftill obſerve daily. Such is the folly and madneſs 


of mankind, that thouſands of men {till ruſh on in 
the way to hell, only becauſe it is a broad way. 
They walk in it themſelves, becauſe others. do: 
becauſe ſo many periſh, they will add to the number, 
Such is the amazing influence of example, over the 
week miſerable children of men ! It continually 
peoples the regions of. death, and dic. uns numbet- 
* leſs fouls in everlaſting perdinion, 4 
2. To warn mankind of this, to guard as many as 
poſſible againſt this ſpreading contagion, God has 
edmmanded his watchmen to cry aloud, and ſhew 
the people the danger they are in. For this end he 
has (ent his ſervants the prophets in theit ſucceeding 
enerations, to point out the narrow path, and ex- 
— all men, not to be conformed to this world, 


But what if the watchmen themſelves fall into the 


ſmare, againſt which they ſhould warn others P 
What if the prophets prophecy deceits ? If they 
| cauſe the people to err from the way ? What ſhall 

be done, if they point out as the way to eternal 8 


— 
un 


* « 
* 


| | 


4 


- 
— . — 6. 
* 


e 

what is in truth the way to eternal death ? And 
exhort others to* walk, as they do themlelves, in 
the broad, not the narrow way? : 

. Is this an unheard of, is it an uncommon 
thing ? Nay, God knoweth, it is not. The inſtances 
of it are almoſt innumerable. We may find them 
in every age and nation. But how terrible is this? 
When the ambaſſadors of God, turn agents for the 
devil ? When they who are commiſſioned to, teach 
men the way to heaven, do in fact teach them the 
way to hell ? Theſe are like the locuſts of Egypt, 
which ate up the reſidue that had eſcaped, that had 
remained after the hail, They devour even the 
reſidue of men that had efcaped, that were not de- 
ſtroyed by ill example. It is not therefore without 
cauſe, that our. wiſe and gracious maſter, fo 
lolemnly cautions us againſt them: “ Beware,” 
ſaith he, “ of falſe prophets, which come to you 
„in ſheeps cloathing, but inwardly they are ra- 
« vening wolves.” _ CONT TOOL T 

4. A caution this of the utmoſt importance, That 


it may the more effectually fink into our hearts, lèt 


us enquire, Firſt, Who theſe falſe prophets are; 
Secondly, what appearance they put on; and 
Thirdly, how we may kriow what they really are, 
notwithſtanding their fair appearance. N 
I. 1. We are, Firſt, to enquire who theſe falſe 
prophets are. And this it is need ful to do the more 


diligently, becauſe theſe very men have ſo laboured 


to wreſt this ſcripture, to their own (though not 
only their own) deſtruction. In order therefore to 
cut off all diſpute, 1 ſhall raife no duſt (as the 


manner of ſome is) neither uſe any looſe, rhetorical 
 exclamations, to deceive the hearts of the ſimple, 


but ſpeak rough plain truths, ſuch as none can. 
deny, who has either underſtanding or honeſty 
left; and ſuch truths as have the cloſeſt conneftion, 


with the whole tenor of the preceding diſcourſe. 


Whereas too many have interpreted theſe words, 

without any regard to all- that went before; as if 

they boreno manner of relation to the Sermon, in 

the cloſe of which they ſtand, 8 | 
| : A 2 2 2. By 
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2, By Prophets here (as in many other . paſſages 


of ſcripture, particularly in the New Teſtament) are 
meant, not thoſe who foretel things to come, but 
thoſe who ſpeak in the name of God: thoſe men 
who profeſs to be ſent of God, to teach others was 
* to heaven. i 

hoſe are falſe Prophets, who teach a falſe way 


to heaven, a way which does not lead thither. Or 


(which comes in the end to the ſame n whads 
not teach the true, 

g. Every broad way is infallibly a falſe one. 
Therefore this is one plain, ſure rule, „they who 


teach men to walk in a broad way, a way, that | 


many walk in, are falſe Prophets.” 
Again, the true way to heaven is a narrow ways 


Therefore, this is another plain, ſure rule, they 


who do not teach men to walk in a narrow way 


to be ſingular, are falſe Prophets, | | 
' To be more particular, The only true- way 8 


heaven, is that pointed out in the preceding Ser- 


mon, Therefore they are falſe Brophars hd | 


not teach men to walk in this way. 
Now the way to heaven pointed out, in-the: pre» 


cating Sermon, is the way. of lowlinels, mourning; 


meekneſs and holy deſire, love of God and our 


neighbour, doing good, and ſuffering evil ſor Chrift's 


ſake, They are therefore falſe Prophets, who teach 
us the way to heaven, any other way than this. 

5. It matters not what they call that other i, 
They may call it faith, or good works: or faith 


* . and works: or repentance, faith, and new obe- 


dience. All theſe are good wocks, But if under 
theſe or any other terms whatever, they. teach 
men any. way diſtiaQ from this, they ate . 
perly falſe Prophets. ** 

6. How much more do they fall under that con- 
demnation, who ſpeak. evil of this good way? But 
above all, they who teach the dure&ly oppoſite 
way P The way of pride, of levity, of paſſion, of 
worldly defires, of loving pleature more than God, 


of unkindneſs to our neighbour, ol unconcein * 


| good 


. 
x 


tor righteouſneſs lake7ß a 
7. If it be aſked, Why, whoever did teach this ? 
Or who does teach it, as the way to heaven ? I an- 


 fwwer, ten thouſand wiſe and honourable men: even 


all thoſe of whatever denomination, who encourage 


the proud, the trifler, the paſſionate, the lover of 
the world; the man of poets the unjuſt or un- 


kind, the eaſy, careleſs, harmleſs, uſelefs creature, 
the man who ſuffers no reproach for righteouſneſs 


_ fake, to imagine he is in the way to heaven. Theſe 
are falſe prophets in the higheſt ſenſe of the word, 
Theſe are traitors-both to God and man. Theſe ate 
no other than the firſt born of Satan: the eldeſt ſons 
of Apollyon the deſtrover, Theſe are far above the 
rank of ordinary cut-throats: for they murder tlie 
fouls of men. They ate continually peopling the 


realms of night : and whenever they follow the 
poor fouls whom they have deſtroyed, hell ſhall be 
moved from beneath, to meet them at their coming. 


II. 1. But do they come now, in their own ſhape? 
By no means. If it were ſo, they could not deſtroy. 


good works, and ſuffering no evil, no perſecution | 


You would take the alarm, and flee for your life,” 


Therefore they put on a quite contrary appearance; 
which was the ſecond thing to be conſideted.) 
hey come to you in ſheeps cloathing, although 


inwardly they are ravening wolves, 
2. They come to you in ſheeps cloathing ; that 


is, with an appearance of harmleſſneſs. They come © 


inthe molt mild, inoffenſive manner, without any 


mark or token of enmity, Who can imagine, that 


theſe quiet creatures, would do any hurt to any 
one P Perhaps they may not be fo zealous and active 
in doing good, as one would wiſh they were. How. 


ever, you ſee no reaſons to ſuſpeR,' that they have 


even the deſite to do any harm, But this is nòt all, 


3. They come, ſecondly, with an appearance of 
uſefulneſs. Indeed to this, to do good they are par- 


over your ſoul, and to tfain you up to eternal life, 


ticularly called. They are ſet apart for this very 


thing. are particularly commiſſioned to watch 
"IO 
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It is their whole bulineſs to go about doing good, 
| AZ and 
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and healing thoſe that are oppreſſed. of the.devil. 


And you have been always accuſtomed to look 


upon them in this light, as meſſengers of God, ſent - 


to bring you a bleſſing. FF 
4. They come, thirdly, with an appearance of re- 
gion. All they do, is for conſcience ſake; they aſ- 
fure you, it is out of mere zeal for God, that they 


are making God, a liar. It is out of pure concern 
for religion, that they would deſtroy it, root and 


branch, All they ſpeak is only from a love of 
truth, and a fear leaſt it ſhould ſuffer. And it may 
be, from a regard for the church, and a de ſire to 


# 


defend her from all her enemies. 


5. Above all, they come with an appearance of 


love. They take all theſe pains, only for your good. 
They ſhould not trouble themſelves about you, but 


. that they have a kindneſs. for. you. They will make 
large profeſſions of their good- will, of their concern 
for the danger you are in, and of their earneſt defire 
to preſerve you from error, from being entangled in 
ne and miſchievous doctrines. They ſhoutd be very 
ſorry to ſee one who means fo well, hurried into 
any extreme, perplext with ſtrange and unintelligi- 


ble notions, or deluded into enthuſiaſm, There fore 


it is, that they advice you, to keep ſtil], in the plain 
middle way: and to beware. of being righteous: 
- over-much, leſt you ſhould deſtroy. yourſelf. 


III. 1. But how may. we know, what: they really 


are, notwithſtanding their fair appearance? This 
was the third thing into which it was propoſed to 


enquire. | 


ur bleſſed Lord ſa how needful it was for ell 
men to know. falſe prophets, however diſguiſed. 
He ſaw likewiſe how unable moſt men were, to 


deduce a truth through a long train of conſequences. 
He therefore gives us a ſhort and plain rule, eaſy 
to be underſtood by men of the meaneſt capacities, 


and eaſy to be applied upon all occaſions, Ye: 


& ſhall know them by their fruits“ 


— 


2. Upon all occaſions you may eaſily apply this 
rule. In order to know Whether any who peak in 


the name of God, are falſe or tt ue prophets, it is eaſy. 
N Rs . | io 


| 
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to obſerve, Firſt, hat are the fruits of their doc. 
trine, as to themſelves? What effect has it had upon 
their lives? Are they holy and unblamable in all 
things? What effect has it had upon their hearts ? 


Does it appear by the general tenor of their conver- 
ſation, that their tempers ate holy. heavenly, divine? 


That the mind is in them which was in Chriſt Jeſus ? 


That they are meek; lowly, patient, lovers of God 


and man, and zealous of good works? 
g. Vou may eaſily obſerve, Secondly, what are 


the fruits of theirdo&rine; as to thoſe that hear them? 


In many at leaſt, though not in all: for the apoſtles 


themſelves did not convert. all that heard them, 


Have theſe the mind that was in Chriſt ® And do 
they walk as he alſo walked ? Aud was it by hear- 


ing theſe. men, that they began ſo to do? Were 


they inwardly and outwardly wicked, tilt they 


heard them P If fo, it is a manifeſt proof, that thoſe 
ate true prophets, teachers ſent of God, But if it 
is not ſo, if they do not effectually teach either 
themſelves or others to love and ſetve God, it, is a 
manifeſt proof that they are falſe prophets; that 
God hach not ſenttheim ae. 


4. An hard ſaying this how few can bear it? 


This our Lord was ſenſibfe of, and therefore con- 


deſcends 10 prove it at kagge byſeverat clear and 
convincing arguments. Do men,“ ſays he, d ga- 


«© ther grapes of thorns, or "figs of thiſtſes P“ v. 16. 
Do you expect that theſe evil men ſhould bring forth _.. 


good fruit? As well might you expect that thorns 


ſhould bring forth grapes, or that figs ſhould grow” 
upon thiſtles ! Every goodtree bringeth forth goht 


kruit; but a corrupttree bringeth forth evil fruit, * 


v. 17. Every true prophet, every teacher whom 1 
have ſent, bringeth forth the good fruit of holineſs, 


But a falſe prophet, a teacher hom I have not ſent 4 


brings forth only fin” and wickedneſs, © A good 


6 tree-cannct bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
« corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” A true pro- 
phet, a teacher ſent from God, does not bring forth”. 
good fruit ſometimes only, but always; not acci- 
dentally, but by akind of neceflity, In ike man- 
N ner 


— 


— 
oo 


* 


4 „ 


- 


e 


ner, a falſe prophet, one whom God hath not ſent, 


does not bring forth evil fruit accidentally or ſome- 


times only, but always and of neceſſity. 4 Every 


« tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
&« down and caſt into the fire, v. 19. Such in- 
fallibly will be the lot of thoſe prophets, who bring 
not forth good fruit, who do not ſave fouls from 
fin, who de not bring ſinners to repentance, 
«© Wherefore” let this ſtand as an eternal rule, by 
« their fruits ye ſhall know them,“ v. 20. They 


who in fact bring the proud, paſſionate, unmerciſul 


lovers of the world, to be lowly, gentle, lovers of 


God and man; they are true prophets, they are 
ſent from God, who therefore confirms their word, 


On the other hand, they whoſe bearers, who if un- 
righteous before, remain unrighteous til], or at leaſt, 
void of any righteouſneſs which * exceeds the 
te righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees;” they 
are falſe prophets; they are not ſent of God; there- 


fore theic word falls to the ground. And without 


a miracle of grace, they and their hearers together, 
will fall into the bottomleſs pit. 


5. O beware of theſe falſe prophets! For though. 


they come in ſheeps cloathing, yet, inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. They only deſtroy and devour 
the flock : they tear them in pieces, if there is none 
to help them. They will not, cannot lead you in 


the way to heaven, How ſhould they ? When they 


know it not themſelves, O beware they do not 
turn you out of the way and cauſe you to looſe 
what you have wrought, 


6. But perhaps you will aſk, if there is ſuch dan- 
ger in hearing them, ought I to hear them at all? It 


is a weighty queſtion, ſuch as deſerve the deepeſt - 


conſideration, and ought not to be anſwered but upon 


the calmeſt thought, and moſt deliberate reflection. 


For many years, I have been almoſt afraid to ſpeak 
at all concerning it: being unable to determine one 
way or the other, or to give any judgment upon it. 
Many reaſons there are which readily occur, and in- 


cline me to ſay, * hear them not.“ And yet what our 
Lord ſpeaks concerning the falſe prophets of his sn 
i F | . times, 
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times, ſeems to imply the contrary. * Then ſpake 


5 Jeſus unto the multitude and to his diſciples, ſay- 


u lng, the Scribes aud the Phariſeesfitin-Moles'leat,” 


are the ordinary ſtated teachers in your church: 
& all therefore W hatſoe ver they bid you obſerve, that 
«obſerve and do. But do bot ye after their works; 
© for they ſay and do not.“ Now, that theſe were 
falſe prophets in the higheſt ſenſe, our Lord hed 
ſhewn during the whole courſe of his miniftry's as 
indeed he does in thoſe very words, „they ſay and 
6 do not.“ Therefore by their fruits, bis diſciples. 
could not but know them, ſeeing they were open to 
the view of all men. Accordingly he warns them 
again and again, to beware of theſe falſe prophets. 
Nay, he in effect commands them ſo to do, in thoſe 
words, © all thecefore Whatſoe ver they bid you ob- 
& ſerve, that obſerve and do.“ For unleſs they heard 
them, they could not know, much leſs “ obſerve 
6 whatſoever they bade them to do.“ Here then 
our Lord himſelf, gives à plain direction, both to 
his apoſtles and the whole multitude, in ſome cir- 


cumſtances 40 hear even falſe prophets, known and 
acknowledged ſo to be. | * e, 


7, But perhaps it will be ſaid; he only directed to 
heat them, ben they read the ſeripture to the con. 
gregation. I anſwer; at the ſame time that they tus 
read the ſcripture, they generally ex poundedꝭ it tod. 
And here is no kind of intimation that they were 
to heat the one, and not the other alſo. Nay the 
very terms. All things whatſoever they hid you 
te Oobſerve, exclude any ſush limitation 

8. Again, unto them, unto-falſe prophets, unde- 
niably ſuch, is frequently commitied O. grief td 

ſpeak ! for ſutely theſe things ought not ſo to be) the 
adminiſtration of the ſacraments alſo. To ditect mei 
therefore, not to hear them, would be in effect td 


cut them off from the ordinances: ol God. Bot this 


wo dare not do, confidering the validity of the ordt- 
nance: doth not depend on the goodne is of him that 
adminiſters but on the feithfulnefs of him that ors 
daihed ii, who will and doth meet us in his ppoi m ed 

l j . 4 Ways 
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ways. Therefore on this account likewiſe I ſcruple” 
to ſay, hear not even the falſe prophets, Even by 


+ theſe who are under a curſe themſelves, God can 


and doth give us his bleſſing. For the bread which 
they break we have experimentally known to be the 
communion. of the body of Chriſt. And the cup 
which God bleſt even by their unhallowed lips, was 
to us the communion of the blood of Chriſt. 

9. All therefore which I can ſay is this: in any 
Particular caſe; wait upon God by humble and ear- 
neſt prayer, and then act according to the beſt light 
you have. Act according to what you ate perſuaded, 
upon the whole, will be moſt for your ſpiritual ad. 
vantage. Take great care that you do not judge raſh- 


ly; that you do not lightly think any to be falſe pro- 
phets. And when you have full proof, ſee that no 


anger or contempt have any place in your heart. 


After this, in the preſence and in the fear of God, 
determine for yourlelf, 1 can only ſay, if by experi- 
_ ence you find, that the hearing them hurts your ſoul; 


then hear them not ; then quietly reftain, and hear 


thoſe that profit you. If on the other hand, you find 


it does not hurt your foul, you then may hear them 


ſtill. Only take heed how you hear: beware of them 
and of their doctrine. Hear with fear and trembling, 


leſt you ſhould be deceived, and given up like them, 
to a ſtrong deluſion. As they continually mingle 


truth and lies, how eaſily may you take in both to- 


ether? Hear with fervent and continual prayer to 
him, who alone teaches man wiſdom. And ſee that 
you bring whatever youhear, . to the law andtothe 
ite ſtimony.“ Receive nothing untried, nothing until 
it is weighed in the balance of the ſanctuary. Believe 
nothing they ſay, unleſs it is clearly confirmed by 


plainpaſſages of holy writ, Wholly reject hee 120 55 
differs there from, whatever is not confirmed t 


reby. 


And in particular, reject, with the utmoſt abhorrence 

whatſoever is deſcribed as the way to ſalvation, tha 

is either different from, or ſhort of the way our Lorc 

has marked out in the foregoing diſcourſe. 

10. I cannot conclude, without addreſſing a few 

plain words, to thoſe of whom we have now been 
| ſpeaking, 


—— 
"oi wh, 


22 ing. Oye falſe prophets, Oye dry bones, hear ye, 
| r once, the word of the Lord i How long will ye 
lie inthe name of God? Saying God hath ſpoken 
and God hath not ſpoken by you, How long will ye 
| -pervert the right ways of the Lord, putting darkneſs - 
{ for light, and light. for darkneſs? How long will ye 
\ teach the way of death, and call it the way of life? 
L's How long will ye deliver to Satan, the ſouls whom 
you profeſs to bring unto God? 
11. Wo unto you, yeblind leaders of the blind! 
-« For ye {hut the kingdom of heaven 8 men. 
« Ye neither go in yourſelves, neither ſuffer ye them 
Wk a that are entering to go in.“ Them that would ſtrive 
| | to enter in at the ſtraight gate, ye call back into the 
1 broad way. Them that have ſcarce gone one ſtep in 
. the ways of God, you deviliſhly caution againſt go- by 
a ing too far, Them that juſt begin to hunger and thirſt: FETs 
after righteouſneſs, you warn not to be righteous. 
over much, Thus you cauſe them to ſtumble at the 


48 very threſhold; yea, to fall and riſe no more, 0 
* where fore do ye this; what profit is there in their 
T1 blood, when they go down io the pit? Miſerable 


profit to you! They ſhall periſh in their iniquity z 
but their blood will God requne at your hands. 
| | . _ 12, Where ate your eyes? Where is your under- 
ſtanding? Have ye deceivedothers, till ye have de- 
ceived yourſelves alſo? Who hath required this at 
your hands, to teach a way which ye never knew ?- | 
Areye given upto ſoſtrong a de luſion, thatye notonly _ - 
teach butbelievealie? Andcan Ie believe 
that God hath ſent you? That ye are his meſſengers? 
Nay; if the Lord hath ſent you, the work of the Lord 
would proſper in your hand. As the Lord liveth, if 
ye were meſſengers of God, he would confirm the 
word of his meſſengers. But the wotk of the Lord 
_ doth not proſper in your hand: you bring no ſinners 
to Js 27 ee The Lord doth not confirm your 
word : for you ſave no fouls from death, | 
43- How can you poſſibly evade the force of our 
-p:d's words P So full, ſo ſtrong, ſo expreſs ? How | 
an ye evade, knowing yourſelves by your fruits 7 
Evil fruits of evil trees! and how ſhould it be _— 
K n | wiſe? 
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wiſe'? Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
« thi{tles ? Take this to yourſelves, ye to whom it 
belongs. O, ye barren trees, why cumber ye the 
ground ? © Every good tree bringeth forth good 
& fruit,” See ye not that here is no 1 ? Take 
k hoyvledge then ye are not good trees: for ye do not 
bring forth good fruit. 4 But a corrupt tree bringetn p 
forth evil fruit.“ And fo have ye done from the be- 
ginning. Vour ſpeaking as from God has only con- 
firmed them that heard you, in the tempers, if not 
works, of the devil. O take warning of him in whoſe 
name ye ſpeak, before the ſentence he hath pro- 
nounced take place. Every tree which bringeth not | 
forth good fruit is hewn down and caſt into the fire, Fs. 
134. My dear brethren, harden not your hearts. 
Fou have too long ſhut your eyes againſt the light, » 

Open them now before it is too late; before you are | 
caſt into outer darkneſs, Let not any temporal con- 
fideration weigh with you: for eternity is at ſtake, 

You have run before ye were lent. O go no farther, - 
Do not perfiſt to damn yourſelves and them that hear 
you! You have no fruit of your labours. And why - 

is this? Even becauſe the Lord is not with you, 
But can you go this warfare at your own coſt? Ijt 
cannot be, Then humble yourſelves before him. +3 
Cry unto him out of the duſt, that he may firſt - 

- quicken thy ſoul + give thee the faith that worketh 
by love: that is lowly and meek, pure and merci- 
ful; zealous of good works; rejoicing in tribula- 
tion, in reproach, in diſtreſs, in perſecution for \ 
. righteouſneſs ſake, So*ſhall the-ſpirit of glory and 
of Chriſt reſt upon thee; and it ſhall appear that 
God hath ſent thee. So ſhalt thou indeed do the 
work of an evangeliſt, and make full proof of th 
miniſtry, So ſhall the word of God in thy mouth 
be an hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces. It 
ſhall then be known by-thy fruits, that thou art a 
rophet of the Lord, even by the children whom 
Bod hath given thee. And having turned many to 
righteouſneſs, thou ſhalt ſhine as the ſtars for ever 
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